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Remodel yo
without the

JENHIFER HA
Tiowwry Crlos

Among oll home renovation -
evts, bathrosamn renovations can be the
misl dannting.

Here are some tips 1o help make
your pemovabion project s lovely e
master instead of i costly disaster.

First, plan your lasdper. Decide
how much you can afford on your
renovabion hased pot only on your
fimiaasces bt also on the vilue of your
hamme. Witk with a desipner o coin-
tractor o put bogether o plan thot's
suitnbde for your peeds and poals.

“A basic installation for bathroom
renawvalion 15 helbween 580K and
$10.000L," says Mark Ashion, of Ash-
fon Renovations

Thse Agures inclisdes replacing
existing fixtures such as foor tiles,
chaovwer tiles and e vanity and =sink,
plus painting and secessories. Add
ar least 35,000 iF you nead to mave
wills o plumbing

*Remember that alder homes cost
fur myore than newer bomes bocmse
of older plumbing and structures,”
Ashton says, “The cost of moferinls
for a mid-range repovation can be up
b 5 10000,

Once the “real” wirk beging thene
are & millon things o go over, bt
here are the essentinl elements that

e oy Avallabid ‘fatcers

wherever possible, and avoid plumb-
ing products made outside of Momh
Aumnerica,

“You shoubd always keep in mand
thiat the mome complicated and obscure
the fixture, the more costly it will be
po install, maintain amd oldain pars
fomr il repairs are meeded © Asiion
sl

For the shower, o thennostic coa-
el vidve system allows for specific
water iemperninn selection.

A minheud shower, handbeld
wifljustable shivwer spray amd multigle
valves, which control esch outlet of
waater, waally acoompany these sys-
LIS

Shorwer controds shoudd be acoes-
siblie from both inslde and owside the
shower and be hwaed beiween 387
and 487 above the loor, depending
o user’s height, siys Gurrett Handy,
of Hemel Groap,

Seone tiles might meike for o bea-
tiful enhancement g0 your bathroom,
bt they wre porows wld reguine exten-
sive waterproofing and mainienance
Ashion considers porcelain  and
ceramie tles an excellent aleermative.
They are avalable in many colours
and patterns thit mimic stone,

Insedl custom glass énclosures
for vour shower of bath if you can
afford to spend o little extrm, They ane
aften the most impressive aspect of o
remodeled - bathroom:, © Costom - ploss
costs anywhere from $800 10 enclose

FIT FOR A KING: Ensuite bath rono with custom cabinetry, air Jacuzzi, heated flooring and towel wiarmaer,

o fub po 520060 for a Aoor-to-celling
shower epclosurne.

Be carclul with revessed shelving
nnd sesting, however, ns they con be
protlematic in showers,

“These arens are prone o crmck-
g grout in commers aml edpes whene
water bublds up and finds its way in,”
says Axhion

He suggesis wsing waterproofing
prodicts such as Recess It or Schlier
Kurndi membranes when installing
recesaed shelving or sealing bn sl
ers. “Holid jambs aroosd shelving
(withour prout joinis) should also be
waed in the gling phase o emulate
this lisak of o wimilovw sl sinh wosligla
overhing,” be smd,

Proper tiling i eritical 1o the lon-
gevity of your bathroom,

* M lwiys minks sure that your con-
tracton is using the right tile bocker,”
Ashion cautions,

Altermatives like Densshicld tile

backer, concrete boand or Schloter
Eourdi membmne are okay, but diy-
wall should mever be wsed in shiow-
ers,
Also, make sure tiles are being cut
accurntely with o wet sow, Check to
s il groul lines hae upe aml bles are
spaced accurmtely 10 accommodote
the grout (at least 8™ in showers),
And, sccording i Ashion, painied
ceilimgs in showers are inferior to tled
ceilines and reauire maintenanos,
Height is alsn very impesrtnmd,
expecially if yoo hisve children, “Yan-
ity helpht with counter op vanies
between 337 for children mwl 367 for
an avernge scdult,” says Hardy, 1§
psing a vessel sink dedoct the height
of the sink from the vanity so the lip
of the sink is equal 1o the height.”
Cheoosing ow o paint youar bath-
rocan is definitely one of the mone
:.-nju}lnh'le pans of the pob,
Think carefully about the colours

yoi like and the moosd you want to
sel. When choosing paint colours,
make sure you comimst with other
elements. For example, choosing p
lighter but similar colour o your
tiles willnccemuale that aspect of the
bathresm

iy ackiition w penemd Hghting ana
dimamer, task lighting is recomimend-
el for prooming & showenng.

"The dimmer ks great st nipht, as
vour eves do mot hove to sdiost o the
Bright pot lights,” Handy said

Maimenanoe = the key once 105
all done, Make sure your bathroom
15 checked a1 leadl once o il I.'l_'r' A
professional.

“They should be looking for evi-
dence of excessive mdsture, dete-
raonuing prout ansbor caolking and
leaking fixtures," Ashion sugpests,
“If caught early problems can be
corrected amd costly repairs can be
avoided.”



